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Identification of the Pattern of Political and Social Interactions between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Azerbaijan in Foreign Policy: An Exploratory
Mixed-Methods Approach

Abstract

The literature on international relations indicates that domestic policies and
interactions play a fundamental role in shaping states’ foreign policy orientations. In
this context, the present study aims to design and analyze a model of political and
social interactions between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of
Azerbaijan, and to examine théit dmpact on Iran’s foreign policy. The central
question is: how do Iran’s internal'interactions influence its foreign policy towards
Azerbaijan? This research employs a mixed-methods approach (qualitative and
quantitative), using grounded theory and statistical modeling. The findings reveal
that components such™as national interests, social participation, diplomatic
weaknesses, a balance=eriented approach, and media management are key factors
influencing Iran’s, foreign policy. The results of the quantitative analysis further
confirm_ the,significance of the relationships between variables, underlining the
importancerof understanding internal dynamics in the formulation of Iran’s foreign

policy.

Keywords: Political and social interactions: international relations: foreign policy:
mixed-methods research.



