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Russia’s Recognition of the Taliban: Regional Stakes, and Implications for Iran

Abstract:

The return of the Talibanito pewer in Afghanistan in 2021 has once again brought the issue of
state recognition t@ithe forefront of contentious debates in international law. While the majority of
states and international organizations have refrained from officially lrecognizing the group, the
Russian Federation has adopted a divergent approach, gradually engaging in various forms of
interaction amd ‘1mplicit recognition. The central question _of this article is whether Russia’s
recognition of the Taliban is compatible with the principles,of public international law, particularly
the normyof non-recognition arising from serious violations.of peremptory norms (jus cogens). The
aim of this study is to analyze the legal and geopolitical dimensions of Russia’s conduct and to
examine its implications for the strategic interests of the=Islamic Republic of Iran. Employing a
comparative case-based analytical method, and.drawing on doctrinal sources, international legal
instruments, and state practice, the article assesses the recognition of the Taliban in light of
classical criteria and the evolving dynamics ‘of @ post-Western international order. The findings
indicate that although Russia’s'actions‘may be interpreted politically within the framework of its
geopolitical interests, they dognotialign with fundamental legal principles, particularly in relation
to human rights and jus,cogens norms. Conversely, Iran, by leveraging the Taliban’s ambiguous
legal status, has maintainedlimited engagement while deliberately avoiding formal recognition, in
order to balance its‘ideological imperatives with regional strategic considerations. The article
ultimately concludes, that the process of state recognition in the emerging global order is
increasingly influenced by political and security considerations, highlighting the urgent need for a
reassessment of the legal foundations of this process.

Keywords:Taliban; Recognition of Governments; Russia; Iran; Israel; Non-standard States;
Regional Security
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