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Legend:
1- Reformist or revisionist activism in
internaticnal order.

2- Non-belonging to the hegemonic
status-quo

3- Expressive economic growth.

4- Regional military primacy.

5- Core of regional economic
integration.

6- Increasing share of international
economic fluxes.

- Most prototypical intersections

Least prototypical intersections
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A Comparative Analysis of the Behavioral Models of Emerging Powers:
China and India in Their Engagement with Iran

Abstract

Given the growing importance of emerging powers;sespecially China and
India, in shaping new international and regional-developments, assessing the
foreign policies of these two countries isekuctial for analyzing prospects,for
cooperation in the global system:.) This<research specifically. conducts”a
comparative analysis of the Behavigral models of these two emerging Asian
powers in their engagément with the Islamic Republic of Iran..Understanding
these patterns is essential, as Iran, realizing the dynamics,of the international
system, has implicitly adopted a "Look to the East"strategy. Due to its unique
strategic position connecting the Caucasus, theiPersian Gulf, and Central Asia,
Iran holds a special place for these powers. The central question of this study
is: What behavioral models have.thesefemerging powers (China and India)
followed in their engagementwith Iran since 2015 ?To answer this question,
this study employs a hypothesis-testing approach based on the theoretical
model of "emerging power behavior," alongside a "comparative analysis of
existing documents ".The key findings reveal that both China and India have
adopted a "pragmatic and cooperative" behavioral model in their engagement
with Iran since 2015. This shared approach, regardless of ideological
differences, is primarily based on four main pillars: 1) The pursuit of broad
economic interests, 2) Ensuring energy security given the growing needs of
both countries, 3) Efforts to maintain regional stability in West Asia, and 4)
Geopolitical considerations related to the balance of power in the region.
However, the most significant comparative finding of the research lies in the
implementation of this model. The results indicate that this pragmatic
behavioral model is pursued much more coherently, assertively, and
consistently by the People's Republic of China than by India. This distinction
outlines different prospects for Iran's future cooperation with each of these
two powers and necessitates a precise analysis of the opportunities and
challenges facing Iran's foreign policy toward these two key Asian actors.

Keywords: Foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, emerging powers,
China's foreign policy, India's foreign policy






