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Kazakhstan’s Multilateral Foreign Policy, Balancing, and the
Management of Interactions in Central Asia

Abstract

Kazakhstan, as one of the leading countries of Central Asia, has, since its
independence in 1990, pursued a balanced multilateral foreign policy pattern
in its international and regional interactions with Eastern powers (including
China and Russia) and Western powers (including the European Union and
the United States). Efforts to benefit from mutual multi-layered and indivisible
interests, to pursue reciprocal procedures and principles, and also to act on
the basis of reciprocity in relations and interactions with regional and extra-
regional actors have been placed on the agenda of this country’s
governance.

This article seeks to answer the following question: What have been the
reasons behind Kazakhstan’s choice of a multilateral foreign policy, and at
what levels have these relations developed in_its interactions with Eastern
and Western powers? The article is based™n the following hypothesis:
Kazakhstan’s foreign policy toward Eastern and Western powers has been
formed and sustained within the framework of a balanced multilateralism
pattern and at different levels!

In this study, the levels ofithese relations will be explained and analyzed on
a case-by-case basis With ‘reference to four actors: China and Russia (as
Eastern actors), and the United States and the European Union (as Western
actors). The method of data collection in thisystudy is based on a library
research approach; and methodologically it follows a descriptive-analytical
design. The findings of the research“indicate that the pursuit of an
independent, interactive, pluralisticytand smart foreign policy model by
Kazakhstan toward Eastern and:Western powers has taken place and been
sustained within the framework«of multilateral balancing.

Keywords
Kazakhstan; Balanced Multilateralism; Eastern and Western Blocs; Central
Asia; Eurasia



